
Post-High School and the Plan of God�
A Meditation on Ephesians 1:8-10 for My Graduating Seniors�

 More than likely, by the time you read this, you have entered a new phase in your life. You are either on or have�
already crossed a new threshold in your life. You have completed your high school education, and you are ready to em-�
bark on a new chapter—adulthood.�
 With the opening of a new chapter, you are probably asking many new questions. You used to ask questions like�
these: Does he/she like me? Will I make the team? Will people think that I look funny in this? Will I ever get to drive? Will I�
ever see life without curfews? Who invented geometry? The list goes on. Now your questions have changed. You will�
start to ask questions like these: What college will I attend? Will I find my mate in college? How am I going to pay for col-�
lege (that’s for those of you who do not have the luxuries of a full scholarship or Mom and Dad’s full financial support)?�
Will I have time to work one or two jobs and still have a full time load of classes? How long do I plan on spending in col-�
lege? What will my major be? Will I have time to hang out with my friends?�
 Your questions show a new transition in your life. You are starting to think like an adult. As one who graduated�
from high school just seven years ago (!), and as one who is now a husband and a soon-to-be father (three months from�
the time that I am writing this), I can say that the questions multiply with each new chapter in life. Such questions should�
not scare you away, however. They are necessary for growth and for maturity.�
 Each of the above questions has to do with choices. What will you use to make decisions in life? Please under-�
stand that you will not have the luxury of flipping a coin; most of your coins will go into tuition and your room and board.�
Will you base your decisions on your friends? That is a bumpy road to follow. Friends will not always have your best inter-�
ests in mind. I too thought that that was a prerequisite to being a friend, but I have learned that definitions can be in the�
eye of the beholder.�
 I have found that God has given us great insight into planning our futures. He calls us to plan our futures accord-�
ing to His plan for the future. It is only when our plans are centered around God’s plan that we will find fullness of joy, and�
we will see why.�

…in all wisdom and insight [he made] known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set�
forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth�
(Ephesians 1:8-10).�

 In Ephesians 1:3-14, Paul writes to the Ephesians of the great spiritual blessings that God has given all of those�
in Christ. Those blessings include their election to be adopted sons and daughters (v.3-6), redemption through the blood�
of Christ (v.7-8), an eternal inheritance (v.11-12), and the Holy Spirit as a promise of that coming inheritance (v.13-14).�
Within this list of marvelous blessings is another blessing that might seem strange:�God gives His children insight into His�
will�. Notice that this insight is given to His children, which is the contextual meaning of “us”. He has revealed something of�
His plan to those who have believed in the Gospel, and to them alone.�
 What has He revealed to them? He has revealed to them that all things will be united in Christ. Or, in other words,�
God’s plan is to make Christ the end of all things in history�. God is revealing to His own that everything in life is about�
Him. This great truth is obscure to non-Christians because they do not see the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ (2�
Cor. 4:3-6). They do not see that “from Him and through Him and to Him are all things” (Rom. 11:36). It is not until God�
opens their eyes to see His absolute supremacy, their terrifying need of salvation from His wrath, the awesome (in the�
true sense of the word) triumph of grace through the death, resurrection and ascension of Christ, and the anticipated re-�
turn of Christ to this world to save His own, trounce His enemies and claim heaven and earth as His inheritance (cf. Matt.�
28:18, Rev. 19-22) that they will see that God is working all of history to be about Jesus!�
 As you enter the next phase in life, please consider with me how all of our lives can be about Jesus. Christ will be�
exalted above all things, and there will be no competition (cf. Phil. 2:9-11). How can you live so as to avoid living a wasted�
life? No part of your life will be wasted when you live to magnify and exalt Jesus. When you have the God-given lens to�
see Christ in all of life, and when you strive to exalt Christ in all of life, you will be filled with the fullness of joy that will re-�
sult in “the praise of His glory” in all of life (Eph. 1:6, 12, 14).�
 In most restaurants the waiter or waitress will give a child a kid’s menu. On the kid’s menu will usually be games�
and puzzles. One of my favorites growing up was the maze. I had to figure out how to get from the starting point to the�
finishing point with one line. The catch was that not every avenue led me to the finishing point. Many of the avenues were�
dead ends. I had to avoid those and find the one right path if I wanted to make it to the finishing point.�
 Please do not waste your life following the dead end paths. Use much wisdom and consider: what decisions must�
I make in order that Christ will be magnified in�all�of my life? When your plans are to fulfill God’s plan, you will have full-�
ness of joy in all of life.�
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